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This paper explores the potential of Bronfenbrenner’s Bio-ecological Model of
Human Development (Bronfenbrenner and Morris, 2006) as a framework for theory
and research in education. It draws on other well-known conceptual approaches,
particularly Bourdieu’s theories of social reproduction, habitus, field and cultural
capital, investigating points of theoretical enhancement and synthesis. This
culminates in the development of eight Propositions for a Bio-ecological Framework
which are then tested using data from a qualitative examination of two key
educational transitions, pre-school to primary and primary to secondary school.
Using qualitative methodologies, this research explores perspectives of children,
teachers and parents in a case-study primary school in Ireland, the three pre-schools
that feed into it, and the two secondary schools into which it feeds. The data yield
the key finding that relationships are crucial to positive transitions, perhaps even
more important than the contexts in which they take place. Other findings emphasise
the impact of diversity (cultural, socio-economic, etc), specific skills for traversing
new settings, the importance of time, both personal and socio-historical, and the
vital nature of supports for transition, locally and at policy-level. The Propositions
of the Bio-ecological Framework are supported by the data indicating that it
provides an appropriate conceptual basis for future work. The paper concludes with
recommendations for policy, research and practice.
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About Marino Institute of Education

MIE’s Mission

Marino Institute of Education (MIE) is a Dublin-based teaching, learning and research
community committed to promoting inclusion and excellence in education. It has a long
and proud involvement with education, specifically initial teacher education (ITE), dating
back over 100 years.

MIE is a teaching, learning and research
community committed to promoting
inclusion and excellence in education.
The dignity and potential of each person
are central to our life, work and service.

MIE’s academic programmes are validated, quality assured and accredited by Trinity
College Dublin, the University of Dublin. MIE is an Associated College of Trinity, and this
relationship has deepened through the development of a joint academic strategy to
promote closer and more extensive collaborations in teaching and research, including
joint activities between the two institutes. Through the implementation of this joint
academic strategy the strengths of Trinity will be leveraged with those of MIE,
to enhance existing relationships and promote new synergies.
In the last decade, the academic mission and scope of MIE’s activity has been re-envisioned
to encompass a deeper understanding of education in and beyond the classroom,
to incorporate the continuum of teacher education and the education of specialist
education practitioners at early years, primary and further education levels. This is
allied with a commitment to education studies encompassing non-traditional education
settings and the wider education environment in a pluralist context.

MIE’s Vision
MIE will be a centre of global consequence,
in teaching and research in the field of
education. Through collaboration and
technology, it will extend its geographic
boundaries and create momentum for the
delivery of new, high quality, innovative
programmes in education. MIE will build
critical mass for world class research in
partnership with others, and will foster
university-school-community links that
contribute to sustainable improvement and
renewal across the entire education system.
MIE will extend its commitment and
expertise in the area of inclusion by
continuing to conduct research and
providing education programmes to
empower the socially disadvantaged.
MIE will lead national and international
dialogue regarding the opportunities and
challenges pertaining to pluralism and
diversity in education settings.
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